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CHELSEA MUSIC FESTIVAL 

 
Canoe Studios 
Even in a multimedia world, a true feast for the senses is rare. The Chelsea Music Festival works hard to cater even to olfactory needs, 
offering guests an earthy, floral scent called Finno-Ugric OsmoLanguage No. 5 in honor of this year’s Finnish-Hungarian theme. 
Such touches can be gimmicky, but they are quirky complements to the festival’s thematic offerings in light of the thoughtful 
programming and dynamic music making. 
The opening-night program, held in the loft-like Canoe Studios, with its sprawling views of Lower Manhattan and the East River, was 
a tribute to the 150th anniversary of the birth of Jean Sibelius. From the 12th century to the early 19th century, Finland was controlled 
by Sweden; Sibelius, who was born in Finland, grew up speaking Swedish, his Finnish identity later forming a crucial element of his 
compositional output. 
The violinists Lisa Lee and Alex Shiozaki, the pianist Helen Huang and the cellist Angela Lee offered an elegantly shaped rendition of 
Sibelius’s Piano Quartet in C minor (1891), marred only by the clatter from the kitchen next door as the Finnish chef Sami Tallberg 
prepared the evening’s Finland-inspired menu. 
Sibelius’s national identity is more clearly marked in his lyrical, sweet-natured “Andante Festivo” (1922), given a passionate, rousing 
rendition by a string ensemble conducted by Ken-David Masur, one of the festival’s artistic directors. The work was paired with 
Rautavaara’s dark-hued, “Finnish Myth” (1977), whose tense undercurrents were revealed with sizzling energy here. 
Contemporary music is an important facet of the festival: The flutist Malla Vivolin, the violist Derek Mosloff and the pianist Emil 
Holmstrom performed the premiere of “Cameo” by the Finnish composer Ilari Kaila, inspired by the polyrhythms of 1970s 
progressive rock and the Carnatic music of southern India. Written as a celebration of Finland’s cosmopolitan outlook, the engaging 
piece features jaunty flute fragments, a soulful piano part and thick, rumbling textures. 
The concert concluded with a terrific rendition of Bartok’s Piano Quintet by the violinists Tessa Lark and Amy Galluzzo, Mr. 
Mosloff, the cellist Michael Dahlberg and the pianist Nicolas Namoradze, whose sensitivity and coloristic playing enhanced the 
bristling, high-energy performance.  
VIVIEN SCHWEITZER 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/15/arts/music/reviews-chelsea-music-festival-gregg-kallor-and-st-
petersburg-philharmonic.html?_r=0 

 
 

 



 

 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/19/arts/music/classical-opera-listings-for-june-19-25.html?_r=0 
 

 

5 Questions to the Composer 
https://www.icareifyoulisten.com/2015/06/5-questions-to-ilari-kaila-composer/ 
 
Opening Night Review 

 
 
https://www.icareifyoulisten.com/2015/06/chelsea-music-festival-brings-finland-hungary-nyc/ 
 
Avanti Carte Blanche Review 
https://www.icareifyoulisten.com/2015/07/avanti-chamber-orchestra-carte-blance-chelsea-music-festival/ 
 

 

 
 
http://untappedcities.com/2015/06/02/win-two-tickets-to-the-2015-chelsea-music-festival-in-some-of-nycs-
most-unique-venues/ 
 
http://untappedcities.com/2015/06/19/inside-greenwich-village-historic-st-johns-lutheran-church-for-the-2015-
chelsea-music-festival/ 

 

 
 



 

 

 
http://untappedcities.com/2015/06/09/inside-the-2015-chelsea-music-festival-preview-at-nycs-consulate-
general-of-hungary/ 
 

 

 

 
 

 
http://www.wqxr.org/#!/story/five-celebrate-nielsens-150th-birthday/ 

 

 
 

 
http://www.newyorker.com/goings-on-about-town/classical-music/chelsea-music-festival-3  
 

 



 

 
http://honestcooking.com/hear-taste-see-edible-chelsea-music-festival/ 
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http://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/arts/2015/06/17/your-weekend-starts-now-6-18-15.html 
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http://www.nbcnewyork.com/video/#!/on-air/as-seen-on/Chelsea-Music-Festival/307068231 
 
http://www.nbcnewyork.com/on-air/as-seen-on/6_5_15-Freebie-Friday_New-York-306308641.html 
 
 

	


